Newsflash: 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, BLAST OFF!
Tuesday 26 May
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A vaccine made by the US company, Novavax will bin testing today in the first human trial in the southern
hemisphere in Melbourne, Australia. It will be tested on a group of 130 healthy adults with the first results
expected in July. There are more than 100 vaccines being developed around the world, and around a
dozen have begun human testing. The World Health Organisation (WHO) has suspended testing of the
malaria drug hydroxychloroquine for treating COVID-19 over the risk of increased heart problems in
patients.
The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) is set to reopen its trading floor on Tuesday after a two-month
closure due to the coronavirus pandemic. The death toll in the US has reached 98,218. Yesterday was
Memorial Day in the US with many heading to the beach. Reports of poor social distancing and lack of
masks were reported in many places.
Here in SA the lockdown will be eased on the 1st of June with more people being allowed to return to work,
the curfew lifted, restrictions on exercise outside ones home removed, and the sale of alcohol allowed.
This as the number of infections and deaths continue to rise. The number of deaths increased by 195 over
the past seven days.
Tomorrow, 27 May, two astronauts will blast off from Cape Canaveral, Florida aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9
rocket. This will be the first time that NASA personnel will be launched from the US since the retirement of
the Space Shuttle in 2011. SpaceX, founded by South African born Elon Musk, and Boeing were awarded
contracts worth USD 7 bn in 2014 to fly US astronauts to the space station. The launch is set for 4.32 pm
Eastern time (10.32 pm SA time). NASA won’t be able to accommodate thousands of space tourists, as it
had once planned, due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Sources: BBC.com, Bloomberg.com, News24.co.za, MoneyWeb.co.za
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